
Name_______________________________   Student ID Number______________________________   Date_______________

Gotha Middle School
2023-2024 Course Selection

Grade 6

Student schedules are developed using student requests; however, not all courses are guaranteed. Course requests are not guaranteed

due to availability of individual courses, student interest, class size restrictions and staffing considerations. If you have any questions, you

can your student’s guidance counselor:

Last Name A-K - Mrs. Woodward at Rachel.Woodward@ocps.net, Last Name L-Z - Mrs. Soper at Christina.Soper@ocps.net

Final grades in 5th grade core classes, FAST PM3 scores and the OCPS Accelerated Course Matrix are used when determining 6th grade core
course selection.

Select one of each of the following core courses:

Math
M/J Grade 6 Math

M/J Grade 6 Math Advanced
M/J Grade 7 Math Advanced **SEE BELOW

English Language Arts
M/J Lang. Arts 1

M/J Lang. Arts 1 Advanced
Cambridge Lower Secondary English 1

(Cambridge Application Required)

Science
M/J Comprehensive Science 1

M/J Comprehensive Science 1 Advanced
Life Science Honors

World History
M/J World History

M/J World History Advanced

**Students will only be enrolled in M/J Grade 7 Math Advanced if they achieve a Level 4 or 5 on the FAST PM3 and successfully complete
M/J Grade 6 Math Advanced during the summer preceding 6th grade.

Elective course selection: Rank 1 (highest choice) to 5 (Lowest choice)
Class size is limited and there are no guarantees regarding elective courses selected due to scheduling. Do not pick something you are not
willing to take. Schedules will not be changed because you do not like an elective you picked.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  PE is required unless you fill out a PE Waiver. PE Waivers can be found on the Gotha Website, or can be picked up
in the Guidance Office. It must be printed, signed and returned with this course selection form.

Visual and Performing Arts
_____ Intro to Performing Arts: Students will rotate through an introduction to our four performing arts courses:  band, orchestra,
chorus and theater.  Students will not be playing instruments or performing, but learning about the background of each type of
performance and what to expect from a beginning level course in that subject.

THEATER: Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support,
extend, and assess learning in the classroom. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances
outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom.  Public performances may serve as a culmination of
specific instructional goals.

_____ Theater 1: Students learn the basics of building a character through such activities as pantomime, improvisation, and effective
speaking using articulation, projection, and breathing. Students also learn the importance of technical theater and explore the use of
costumes, props, and scenery.
KEYBOARDING
_____ Keyboard I: Students with little or no experience develop basic piano skills and knowledge, including simple and full-strum
chords, strumming patterns, playing/singing simple melodies, foundational music theory, parts of the guitar, and ensemble skills.
Beginning guitarists explore the careers and music of significant performers in pop/rock, jazz, blues, classical, country, bluegrass, and
hard rock/metal genres.
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ART
_____ 2D Art I: Students explore media and techniques used to create a variety of 2-D artworks through developing skills in drawing,
painting, printmaking, and collage. Students practice, sketch, and manipulate the structural elements of art. Investigation of artworks
from Western and non-Western cultures help to expand student understanding and appreciation of art in global culture. Student artists
use an art criticism process to evaluate, explain, and measure artistic growth in personal or group works. This course incorporates
hands-on activities and consumption of art materials.

BAND: Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or
participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom. This course
may also require students to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase) from an outside source.

_____ Beginning Band: Students with little or no instrumental experience develop foundational instrumental technique, foundational
music literacy, and aesthetic musical awareness through rehearsal, performance, and study of high-quality band literature.
Instrumentalists work on the fundamentals of music notation, sound production, instrument care and maintenance, and personal and
group rehearsal strategies.

CHORUS: Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or
participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom.

_____ Beginning Chorus: Students with little or no choral experience develop beginning vocal technique and skills, critical and creative
thinking skills, and an appreciation of music from around the world and through time.

GUITAR: Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or
participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom. This course
may also require students to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase) from an outside source.

_____ Guitar 1: Students with little or no experience develop basic guitar skills and knowledge, including simple and full-strum chords,
strumming patterns, playing/singing simple melodies, foundational music theory, parts of the guitar, and ensemble skills. Beginning
guitarists explore the careers and music of significant performers in pop/rock, jazz, blues, classical, country, bluegrass, and hard
rock/metal genres.
ORCHESTRA: Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or
participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom. This course
may also require students to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase) from an outside source.

_____ Beginning Orchestra: Students with little or no experience develop basic orchestra skills and knowledge, including simple and
full-strum chords, strumming patterns, playing/singing simple melodies, foundational music theory, parts of the guitar, and ensemble
skills. Beginning guitarists explore the careers and music of significant performers in pop/rock, jazz, blues, classical, country, bluegrass,
and hard rock/metal genres.
Academic Electives

_____ Computer Essentials 1: Students will be introduced to core concepts associated with computers and their use.  The content

includes hands-on opportunities to explore various software applications.  Students will be able to identify computer components and

their functions, demonstrate knowledge of different operating systems, demonstrate an understanding of Internet safety and ethics,

demonstrate proficiency using the Internet to locate information, demonstrate proficiency in using word processing software,

demonstrate proficiency in using presentation software, demonstrate proficiency in using graphics software and demonstrate

appropriate use of email.

_____ PROJECT LEAD THE WAY (STEM)

This year-long course is separated into two semester courses focused on different types of engineering.  During the Fall students engage

in learning about the Science of Technology/Chemical and Mechanical Engineering – the relationship between salt and ice, how

adhesives work, how oil spills occur and their impact on the environment, and nanotechnology. In the Spring students engage in learning

about Biomedical Engineering – how to measure and interpret vital signs, learn how the systems of the human body work together to

maintain health, research and discover the pathologies of different illnesses and how they spread, learn how medical diagnostics works

at a basic level, and they finish the year with a unit on neurology and a brain dissection. As this course is a precursor to the high school

engineering program, students should be interested in research, reading, writing, critical and creative thinking, and problem solving.

_____   Global Perspectives (application and recommendation required)

Students study global topics that are relevant to them such as the environment, education and keeping healthy.  The program taps into

the way students enjoy learning, including group work, seminars, projects and working with other learners around the world.


